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"Disorderly Renewal'': The Housing Crisis and Governance Shift in Post—war Brixton

Li Yuhao, Liu Hengzhi
Shanghai Normal University, China Shanghai 200233

Abstract: Post-world war II, London's Brixton, as a major settlement for West Indian immigrants, faced a long-term and
severe housing crisis. Failed government redevelopment plans left behind numerous vacant properties, which in turn sparked
a community self-help movement epitomized by "squatting". The resulting social conflicts prompted a shift in governance

towards market-led renewal methods. Although this reshaped the district's image, it failed to resolve the structural housing

predicament.
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