HR5XEK 256 1 ISSN: 3082-8287(Print); 3082-8279(Online)

21 k22 PR ARk W ) 92 42 5 B 55 BOR P RO £ (1005

R
BRFAFBIESERXRER, FE - ki 200092

WE: AN - TR RS, 5 —H— R RBA R T KBRS B AR, AR, BRIIRHIT
¥ T RN B S — L TR R L Bk, A RE BT 5 HRS bR FFEMH, RAEREE L K
waE HERERRA, 8N TRAG F— R m, RFREARE LR %4, /&E2RMNXE KRG
SRR E, REHRB ARG ELERANET, ARHNERZEEHSFEAL, ZERAARRR R B,
—ZT @R IHERAN R LG SFH LR, A7 @ENREER, TEFIEARRFRIT XA, BMAERENL, &
WkE., FHRREFSIRF &, ERNAGEGF— KGR, REDENY A ERBCRMELEH L EET, (&
BAERRLARZESHSFHRTHAERRITM “BHMRE" & “BHELALEET “RARMKE 5 “RAHFE W
eI RBIRE

KR BN By S — AL 1R E 8 BRI EF 4 BUR

The Evolution of Germany's Role in the European Union's Common Security and Defence
Policy in the 21st Century

Gui Lanshan
School of Politics and International Relations, Tongji University, China Shanghai 200092

Abstract: As an important part of European integration, defence integration has long been a goal pursued by the EU in its
medium- to long-term development. Since the Cold War, the European Community began early explorations of European
defence integration. In recent years, with events such as Brexit and the 'Trump shockwave', the EU's desire for 'strategic
autonomy' in security has grown stronger, and it has been committed to deepening successful defence integration to ensure the
common security of EU member states. Germany, as a major European country and a core member of the EU, is an important
driving force in promoting EU integration. On European common security and defence issues, Germany has long adopted a
'dual-track’ policy, firmly supporting the development of European independent defence on the one hand, while valuing good
relations with the United States, China, and other countries on the other. However, with external shocks such as the refugee
crisis, terrorist attacks, and the COVID-19 pandemic, Germany's role and policy orientation in the process of European
defence integration have gradually changed. Germany's role in the EU's common security and defence policy has continuously
evolved from initially being a "free rider" to a "weak participant”, "security provider", and "security leader".

Keywords: European defence integration; Germany's EU defence policy
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