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On the Ethical Implications of the Worship of Queen Mother of the West in Taoism

Wang Yilin

School of Politics, Law and History, Baoji University of Arts and Sciences, China Shaanxi Baoji 721000

Abstract: The worship of Queen Mother of the West is an important part of Taoist immortal belief, exerting a profound
and extensive influence both within and outside Taoism. This belief contains profound ethical implications: firstly, from the
perspective of its formation process, it reveals Taoism's characteristics of worshipping women and emphasizing reproductive
worship; secondly, the female immortality thought represented by the worship of Queen Mother of the West reflects Taoism's

ideas of yin-yang harmony and gender equality; thirdly, the combination of the worship of Queen Mother of the West and the

belief in Kunlun Mountain embodies Taoism’s thinking on the issue of immortality and its ethical construction.

Keywords: Worship of queen mother of the west; Female ethics; Taoism
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