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U.S. Participation in United Nations Peacekeeping Since 2017: Features, Logic, and Impacts
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Abstract: As an important actor in United Nations peacekeeping operations, the United States' participation profoundly
influences global peace and security. Through a systematic examination of U.S. peacekeeping policies since 2017, it can
be found that the forms of U.S. participation are diverse, characterized by relatively high financial contributions, limited
personnel deployment, emphasis on military command authority, and focus on capacity building. However, the overall level of
participation has been steadily declining since 2017. Meanwhile, Democratic president adopted a more positive attitude toward
peacekeeping, while Republican president's peacekeeping policies are highly negative, with the second term exhibiting even
greater contraction than the first. The United States' UN peacekeeping policies are deeply influenced by presidents' diplomatic
orientation, the strategic motivation to maintain hegemonic status, and multi-party bargaining within the state. This reduced
participation will impact the international system and order, weaken international cooperation and multilateral mechanisms,
harm the stability of the international security situation, and simultaneously severely undermine U.S. soft power. Looking
to the future, the international community needs to prepare for adapting to the potential absence of the United States in the
peacekeeping field to ensure the sustainability of peacekeeping operations.

Keywords: U.S. diplomacy; United Nations Peacekeeping Operations; Global governance
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