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The Eastward Spread of Catholicism from the Perspective of Political Changes in the Mongol-
Yuan Period: Focusing on William of Rubruck and John of Montecorvino

Huang Chen
Shanghai Normal University, China Shanghai 200233

Abstract: This paper takes Rubruck and Montecorvino as research objects, focusing on the connection between the
political changes of the Mongol-Yuan period and the eastward spread of Catholicism from the 13th to the 14th centuries.
The transportation network of the Mongol Empire created conditions for the eastward spread of Catholicism, while its
political evolution—splitting into the Yuan Dynasty and the Four Khanates—profoundly influenced the two men's journeys
and missionary outcomes: Rubruck, as an envoy of the French king, traveled eastward by land; restricted by the policies
of the Great Mongol Empire and the Assyrian Church, he achieved little in missionary work. Montecorvino, as a papal
envoy, switched to the sea route to come to China; leveraging the Yuan Dynasty's policies and its changed attitude toward
Catholicism, he secured official support to establish a diocese and became the pioneer of the systematic spread of Catholicism
in China. By comparing the two, this paper reveals the impact of Mongol-Yuan politics and policies on the eastward spread of
Catholicism, and their experiences stand as important marks in the history of early East-West exchanges and communication.
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