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An Analysis of the Concept of ''Jing'' (Reverence) in Human Relationships in Zuo Zhuan

Zheng Zhijian

Baoji University of Arts and Sciences, China Shaanxi Baoji 721016

Abstract: In Zuo Zhuan, "Jing" (reverence) serves as a fundamental principle for regulating human relationships, playing
a pivotal role in maintaining ties such as monarch-minister, father-son, husband-wife, and brotherly relationships. The text
presents the connotation of "Jing" from both ideal and realistic perspectives within these relational contexts. On one hand, in
practical application, "Jing" embodies a unidirectional ethical obligation expected of ministers and sons, known as "ministerly
virtue." The fulfillment of this virtue relies on the self-awareness of ministers and sons as well as the mandatory edicts of
monarchs. On the other hand, Zuo Zhuan constructs an idealized moral dimension of "Jing," manifested through mutual
reverence in bidirectional relationships—including monarch-minister, husband-wife, and brotherly bonds. The discourse on
the unidirectionality and bidirectionality of "Jing" in Zuo Zhuan delineates the boundary between the "ought" (ideal) and the
"is" (reality) in managing human relationships.
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