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Mountains and Waters in Inkstones: The Millennium Evolution of Landscape Patterns in
Duan Inkstones
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Abstract: As the foremost among the "Four Treasures of the Study," the emergence and evolution of the landscape style of
Duan inkstones constitute a microcosmic epic in the history of Chinese arts and crafts, embodying a transition "from utility to
artistry." This paper aims to systematically trace the developmental trajectory of landscape design in Duan inkstones from the
Tang Dynasty to the contemporary era, revealing its profound transformation from non-existence to existence, from simplicity
to complexity, and from decorative adjunct to an independent aesthetic entity. Research indicates that the landscape inkstone
style is not an ancient tradition; its origins are closely linked to the maturation of landscape painting as an independent genre
during the Song Dynasty and the aesthetic consciousness of literati-officials grounded in the "investigation of things and
extension of knowledge." It evolved through the infusion of Ming Dynasty literati taste, reached its zenith in the Qing Dynasty
with the fusion of exquisite craftsmanship and scholarly spirit, and ultimately transformed in the modern era into an art form
centered on appreciation. By integrating historical documents, material evidence, and analysis of museum collections, this
paper provides a detailed examination of the design logic, technical characteristics, and cultural significance of representative
inkstones from each period. Furthermore, it explores the challenges faced by the landscape style of Duan inkstones and its
potential future directions for design evolution in the contemporary context where their practical function has diminished.

Keywords: Duan inkstone; Landscape inkstone style; Design evolution; Literati taste; Arts and crafts; Scholars' studio objects;
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