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The Triple Logic of the Turn of Western Marxism in the Early 20th Century

Liu Guogiang
Capital Normal University School of Political Science and Law, China Beijing 100048

Abstract: Western Marxism emerged around the 1920s and, throughout its subsequent development, underwent multiple
significant theoretical shifts and thematic innovations. Consequently, its value stance and research topics often present
a complex historical appearance, particularly demonstrating the theoretical characteristic of "shifting from avoiding and
downplaying major political and economic issues to delving deeply into the realm of the superstructure." Therefore, logical
analysis and clarification of the development of Western Marxism have always been fundamental tasks in Western Marxist
studies, which in turn has had a significant impact on the understanding of its theoretical themes, value orientations, and
problem awareness. Previous logical analyses of the development of Western Marxism have tended to classify it into three
independent logics—namely theoretical logic, practical logic, and historical logic—while neglecting the restoration of the
connections between these three logics. This paper aims to integrate the theoretical, practical, and historical logics of Western
Marxism through the main lens of the historical forms of capital, and to explore its problem awareness in conjunction with
the historical relationship between Western Marxism and the "Second International" as well as the "October Revolution." By
analysing the major theoretical shifts and thematic innovations in Western Marxism around the 1930s, this study attempts to
respond to misconceptions of Marxism as "passive," "outdated," or "failed."
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