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Research on the Penalty System for Refusing Military Service

Pan Zexuan
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Abstract: When one person serves in the military, the whole family is honoured. Every year, a large number of young

people of conscription age join the armed forces with patriotic intentions. However, some of them do not adapt to military

life, refuse to serve, and are ultimately subjected to administrative penalties. There are numerous issues in the administrative

penalties imposed on those who refuse to serve, such as the types of penalties clearly exceeding the specific provisions of

the law, confusion over the authorities imposing the penalties, the forms of penalties violating principles of administrative

law including the prohibition of improper combination, the proportionality principle, and the separation of punishment and

education. This article investigates the problems in the current system of penalties for refusal to serve by analysing four

specific typical cases and referencing numerous publicly available administrative penalties for refusal to serve.

Keywords: Refusal to serve in the military; Administrative penalties; Prohibition of improper connections; Principle of

proportionality
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