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A Study on the Shift of British Colonial Policy towards Egypt from 1918 to 1922
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Abstract: The period from 1918 to 1922 was a pivotal time in the history of British colonial rule in Egypt. Under the dual
impact of the new post-war international order and the ideology of national self-determination, British colonial rule in Egypt
faced a crisis. The 1919 Egyptian Revolution directed the struggle against British colonial rule, forcing Britain to reconsider
its colonial policies. Between 1920 and 1921, due to serious disagreements within the British Foreign Office, the Colonial
Office, and the colonial authorities in Egypt regarding Egyptian policy, the reform process in Egypt was slow. However, in the
context of a rising Egyptian nationalist movement, deepening crises in Britain, and the widespread acceptance of the concept
of national self-determination, the British government ultimately chose to make concessions to alleviate the governance crisis.
In February 1922, Britain issued a declaration recognising Egypt's independence, though British key interests in Egypt were
still retained through the "Four Reserved Points." Britain's overarching policy on the Egyptian issue was that as long as the
status of British interests was accepted by Egypt, Britain would not interfere with the internal administration of Egypt. The
policy change during this period represented a shift from "direct rule" to "hegemonic compulsory leadership." This shift was
both a defensive response by the empire to the governance crisis and a compromise measure to cope with the rising Egyptian
nationalist movement.
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