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Wrongful Convictions: A Mirror Reflecting Judicial Civilization—The Academic Value and
Practical Insights of Exploration and Judgment of Wrongful Convictions

Tian Dali

Office of Chengwu County People's Government, China Shandong Heze 274200

Abstract: Justice is the most sacred totem in the temple of judiciary. However, when dramatic scenarios such as the
"reappearance of the real culprit”" or the "return of the deceased" continuously challenge public perception, wrongful
convictions serve as a prism, constantly reminding us to not only behold the radiance of justice but also to deeply reflect
on the blind spots behind these cases. Exploration and Judgment of Wrongful Convictions, co-authored by experts
Chen Bo and Chen Zhengyun in 1998, embarks on a systematic academic exploration of wrongful convictions, starting
from the practical dilemmas hindering the construction of the judicial system. This work is not merely a compilation of
cases; it is structured into two parts. The first part, "Exploration of Wrongful Convictions," serves as the warp, while
the second part, "Judgment of Wrongful Convictions," acts as the weft. The chapters are intricately connected, and the
logic is tightly interwoven, presenting a comprehensive panorama of the study of wrongful convictions in China. It not
only delves into the fundamental question of "why wrongful convictions occur" but also offers strategies for "how to
avoid them." In the new era where judicial reform is advancing in depth and the rule of law is increasingly perfected,
this classic work combines theory and practice. Based on the study of wrongful convictions from the last century and
aimed at their prevention, the book transcends the mere category of "wrongful conviction research." It has profoundly
influenced judicial education and judicial personnel, becoming, in a certain sense, a significant testament reflecting the
progress of China's criminal justice civilization.
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