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Analysis of the Portraits of Athena on the Coins of Lucimus

Wang Huanyi

Shanghai Normal University, China Shanghai 200030

Abstract: Lysimachus, King of Thrace, began minting his own coins after the Battle of Ipsus. One side featured
Alexander the Great, while the other depicted Athena. Athena was one of the most common divine portraits on Greek
coins, appearing on those minted before Alexander the Great and Ptolemy I ascended their thrones. Different rulers often
employed distinct images and interpretations of Athena, influenced by prevailing political circumstances. In contrast,
Lysimachus's use of the Athena portrait was far more complex. The Athena portrait itself was innovative, incorporating
elements of Zeus or Heracles to emphasize Lysimachus's royal status. His choice of Athena over Zeus or Heracles—
more commonly used by Macedonian rulers—served pragmatic purposes. His territory boasted a long Hellenistic
history where Athena was a common deity on local coins. Facing greater frontier pressures than other Hellenistic rulers,
Lysimachus employed conciliatory measures to secure cooperation with local Greek city-states—monetary policy being
one such tool.
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