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Tibetan Buddhist Hetuvidya from the Epistemological Perspective
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Abstract: How the epistemic subject cognizes external objects and by what means such cognition is achieved
constitutes an indispensable topic in the field of epistemology. Taking the concept of pratyaksa (direct perception) in
Tibetan Buddhist Hetuvidya as the core of its argumentation, this paper expounds the extension definition of pramana
(valid cognition) and apramana (invalid cognition) from an epistemological perspective, and further illustrates the
instrumental role of pramana as a means for the epistemic subject to cognize objective things. First of all, by analyzing
the definition and classification of apramana, this paper clarifies the epistemological extension of pratyaksa from a
negative perspective, and emphasizes the core definition of pratyaksa as "new, non-deceptive cognition". Based on
the theoretical systems of pratyaksa proposed by Dignaga and Dharmakirti, the paper expounds two fundamental
defining characteristics of pratyaksa: first, it is free from conceptualization; second, it is non-erroneous. As a pure
intuitive cognition of momentary nature, pratyaksa constitutes the foundation of valid cognitive awareness (pramana-
jfiana). Finally, the paper reveals the ineffability of svalaksana (the particular, or the unique intrinsic characteristic of a
thing)—the object of pratyaksa. As the unique attribute of things characterized by momentary origination and cessation,
svalaksana cannot be abstracted into samanyalaksana (the universal, or the general attribute) through language, which in
turn forces the focus of cognition to shift from the object to the act of cognition itself of the subject.
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