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Principle-Phenomenon Non—obstruction and Progressive Harmony: A Study of the Huayan
School's Bodhisattva Precept System

Zhou Xiangyanxiang

Yichun University, China Jiangxi Yichun 336000

Abstract: Based on the doctrine of dharmadhatu dependent arising, the Huayan school developed a unique system of
bodhisattva precepts. Within the framework of essence, attributes, and function, this system is rooted in the Avatamsaka
Sutra and the Brahma's Net Sutra. The essence of the precepts lies in the inherent Buddha-nature; their attributes
manifest as progressive practices from the stage of faith to the ground of enlightenment; their function encompasses
self-benefit and benefiting others. Through Huayan's perfect teaching, the precepts of the Brahma's Net Sutra reveal
the mutual integration of "one precept encompassing the three collective precepts." This system integrates precept
cultivation with the ultimate reality, making adherence to precepts a crucial practice for realizing the non-obstruction of
principle and phenomena. It reflects the Huayan school's unique path of harmonizing scriptural teachings with monastic
rules, showcasing innovation and deepening in Chinese Buddhist ethical thought.

Keywords: Huayan school; Bodhisattva precepts; Dharmadhatu origination; Essence, manifestation, and function;
Brahma Net Sutra
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