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Investigation of Chinese loanwords in military administrative place names in Zhuang language of
Guangxi

Deng Yingfeng

School of Foreign Languages, Guangxi Minzu Normal University, China Guangxi Chongzuo 532200

Abstract: This paper examines the military and administrative place names in the Zhuang language of Guangxi from
a linguistic perspective, revealing their functional characteristics as symbols of the spatialization of state power. The
research shows that the Chinese loanwords in military and administrative place names are characterized by coercion,
hierarchy, and symbolism, reflecting the language practice of the central dynasty in promoting institutional integration
in the border areas. Meanwhile, the local society demonstrates cultural adaptation to institutional embedding through the
retention of indigenous place names and the creation of mixed structures. Place names are not only historical records of
ethnic interaction but also important linguistic specimens for understanding the relationship between the state and local
areas.
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