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Reflections of Civilization and the Imagination of the Other
Image in '"The Jesuit Letters from China"
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Abstract:"Lettres édifiantes et curieuses de Chine", a systematic compilation of letters written by French Jesuit

The Construction of China's

missionaries in China during the 18th century, is one of the most representative primary sources in the history of Western
Sinology. The construction of China's image in these letters encompasses three dimensions: the idealized portrayal of
the imperial political order, the heterogencous presentation of Confucian ritual civilization, and the reflection of China
in the exchange of scientific knowledge. The image of China portrayed by the Jesuits is not a mere objective record, but
rather an imaginative construction filtered through missionary objectives, cultural presuppositions, and Enlightenment
thought; while this construction strengthens the dialogue between Eastern and Western civilizations, it inevitably carries
the cognitive limitations of Western-centric perspectives.
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