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The Shadow Puppet That Can ''Speak''——Research on the Inheritance and Development Path
of Shadow Puppetry from the Perspective of Social Work

Li Caiyang, Bai Yanjie, Liu Shuhan, Zhao Fangying, Li Xupeng

Shandong Technology and Business University, China Shandong Yantai 264005

Abstract: Shadow puppetry is a national-level intangible cultural heritage with rich historical, cultural and folk artistic
values. The increasing cultural diversity in contemporary society and the advent of the new media era have exerted
a profound impact on shadow puppetry, leaving it confronted with such dilemmas as generational discontinuity,
aging audiences and narrow communication channels. Based on the concepts of social governance community and
participatory development, this paper proposes approaches to realize the living protection and inheritance of shadow
puppetry in communities from the perspective of social work. Through reviewing relevant studies and conducting
exploratory research from multiple perspectives, this paper clarifies the development history and current situation of
shadow puppetry. In response to its existing problems, solutions are put forward: promoting the social inheritance and
development of shadow puppetry through various paths such as "Shadow Puppetry + Cultural and Creative Industries"
"Shadow Puppetry + Education" and "Shadow Puppetry + Digitalization".
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