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Theoretical Landscape of Urban Renewal Research: Conceptual Evolution, Mechanism
Divergence, and Frontier Issues
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Abstract: As a dynamic and evolving research field, urban renewal has undergone multiple stages of transformation
in its conceptual connotation since the 20th century: from being dominated by physical transformation in the early
days, gradually incorporating dimensions such as social equity, economic revitalization, and historical protection, and
then shifting to focus on spatial production, governance networks, and multi-party collaboration. In contemporary
times, driven by technological and conceptual upgrades, it further integrates emerging issues such as climate justice,
algorithmic governance, and democratization. To understand the deep mechanism differences in urban renewal practice,
three theoretical paradigms can be summarized: the growth oriented paradigm focuses on spatial commodification
and capital accumulation, the justice oriented paradigm criticizes gentrification exclusion and spatial inequality and
injustice, and the governance oriented paradigm emphasizes coordination and balance among multiple stakeholders.
Facing the present and future, urban renewal research should focus on the just distribution in climate resilience
renewal, the power reconstruction triggered by digital technology, the theoretical legitimacy of informal spaces, and
their historical and contemporary comprehensive considerations, while promoting methodological innovation. This
article systematically outlines the theoretical landscape of urban renewal research, providing an integrated analytical
framework for integrating fragmented literature and identifying cutting-edge directions.
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