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Research on the Anomie Phenomenon and Causes of ''Online Intergenerational Guardianship"
for Left—behind Children in Rural Areas

Li Weijun, Ni Maoxuan, Wang Yuehan, Yin Yue

Jiangsu Police Institute, China Jiangsu Nanjing 210031

Abstract: With the accelerated urbanization in China and the continuous increase in Internet penetration, the
intergenerational guardianship model for left-behind children in rural areas is facing severe challenges in the digital
era, and the problem of anomie in "online intergenerational guardianship" has become increasingly prominent. This
study systematically analyzes the practical dilemmas, manifestations and formation mechanisms of anomie in "online
intergenerational guardianship" for rural left-behind children, aiming to reveal its manifestations and formation
mechanisms systematically and provide a theoretical basis for improving the online protection of rural left-behind
children. The study finds that the anomie of "online intergenerational guardianship" presents a progressive feature
of "ideological erosion—victimization risk—perpetrator transformation". Its formation mechanism is intertwined by
three factors: the physical and mental characteristics and cognitive limitations of left-behind children, the weakening
of intergenerational guardianship responsibilities and the lack of educational resources, and the complexity of the
online environment and the absence of collaborative guardianship. The study argues that the anomie of "online
intergenerational guardianship" is essentially an adaptive fracture of the traditional rural guardianship model in the
digital transformation, and a systemic risk arising from the intersection of urbanization, aging and digitalization at the
rural family level. In the future, in-depth investigations and researches are needed to build a network protection system
for left-behind children, so as to bridge the intergenerational digital divide and build a solid line of defense for the
online safety of rural left-behind children.
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