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From "Living Space' to ''Showplace'': The Dynamics of Folk Culture Performances and the
Identity Crisis in Urban Renewal—A Case Study of the Flower Float Parade in Panggezhuang
Town, Daxing District, Beijing

Li Xian

School of Urban Economics and Management, Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture, China Beijing
100000

Abstract: In the context of global urbanization, urban renewal is strongly driving the transformation of folk culture,
profoundly affecting its survival, innovation, and inheritance. This paper takes the float parade in Panggezhuang Town,
Daxing District, Beijing as an example to analyze the structural transformation of small-town folk culture from the
original, local "living space" practices to the ritualized, performative "show space" displays. The results show that three
major forces drive this transformation: government departments lead cultural governance through administrative power,
market capital catalyzes cultural commodification through consumer power, and community organizations actively
respond with endogenous strength to seek development. However, in the process of this "show space" transformation,
multiple layers of identity crises are also mixed in: the profound connotations of folk culture encounter dilution and
dissolution, the rich local identity is compressed into a single promotional symbol, and community actors and residents
shift from leading roles to subordinate participants. The folk culture performances of urban renewal gain cultural
"visibility" while eroding the flavor of daily life and the emotional interactions within the community. Therefore, future
urban cultural practice seeks a symbiotic and mutually beneficial path between "living spaces" and "show spaces,"
safeguarding the cultural soul and strengthening community identity while developing exhibitions, thereby solidifying
the foundation together.
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Panggezhuang flower car parade
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