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Challenges and Opportunities for South China Sea Regional Cooperation under the US
"Indo-Pacific' Strategy

Chen Cihang, Huang Yuanzhi

South-Central University of Economics and Law, China Hubei Wuhan 430073

Abstract: The advancement of the US "Indo-Pacific" strategy has introduced new external variables to the development
of South China Sea regional cooperation. Clarifying the mechanism and impact path of the intervention of external
forces is a prerequisite for optimizing regional cooperation. This paper first sorts out the core orientation of the US
"Indo-Pacific" strategy's layout in the South China Sea and the operational logic of the existing regional cooperation
interest connection framework in the South China Sea. It then assesses the impact of the "Indo-Pacific" strategy's
intervention from three dimensions: the risk of rule application, resource allocation conflicts, and future development
space. Finally, it proposes specific practical paths for enhancing the effectiveness of South China Sea regional
cooperation. The relevant research conclusions can provide theoretical references for the coastal countries of the South
China Sea to resist external interference and deepen autonomous collaboration, and also offer feasible ideas for the
long-term stable advancement of South China Sea regional cooperation.
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