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Criticism of Gilpin's Hegemonic Stability Theory: The Stability of Hegemony
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Abstract: Gilpin's hegemonic stability theory, as a representative theory of neorealism in international political
economy, posits the core proposition that "hegemony exists — international system stability; hegemony declines —
international system instability", profoundly influencing the Western academic understanding of international order.
However, through a systematic critique of this theoretical framework, this paper discovers that Gilpin's theoretical
construction is fraught with multiple internal contradictions: it overly emphasizes the material aspect in the definition of
power while neglecting the dimension of legitimacy; it falls into the "free-rider" paradox in the analysis of public goods
supply; and it exhibits a circular reasoning in the argumentation of the relationship between hegemonic cycles and war.
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