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Abstract: This study focuses on China—~ASEAN digital trade cooperation, with an emphasis on the current development
status, practical difficulties, and future optimization directions. The research suggests that, against the backdrop of the
continued advancement of RCEP and the rapid development of digital technologies, the digital economy has gradually
become an important force driving the upgrading and efficiency improvement of China—ASEAN economic and trade
relations. At present, both sides have already established a certain foundation in areas such as cross-border e-commerce
and digital infrastructure, and have achieved relatively significant cooperative outcomes. These efforts have not only
expanded trade channels but also provided important support for regional cooperation. However, in general, there
are still many constraints in the further deepening of cooperation. These include the uneven development of digital
infrastructure within the region, incomplete supporting systems such as cross-border logistics and digital payment,
differences in digital trade rules and regulatory policies, as well as a shortage of professionals who understand both the
digital economy and international trade, together with talents with cross-cultural communication abilities. In response to
these issues, this paper proposes three optimization paths: first, promoting the interconnection of digital infrastructure,
narrowing the digital divide, and improving trade facilitation; second, strengthening coordination in digital trade rules
and regulation, and promoting policy alignment and standard convergence; and third, deepening industry—university—
research cooperation, and emphasizing the cultivation and deployment of interdisciplinary talents with expertise in
"foreign languages + digital economy," thereby gradually building a support system adapted to the development of the
digital economy. This paper aims to provide a reference for the further development of China—ASEAN digital trade
cooperation and offer insights for the digital transformation of regional economic integration.
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