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Judicial Challenges and Refined Approaches in Disputes Over Elderly People's Residential
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Abstract: China's population is aging at an increasing rate, and protecting the residential rights of older adults has
become an important issue in legal practice. The residential rights system stipulated in the Civil Code, due to its
relatively general rules, has led to three main disputes in cases where older adults establish residential rights: registration
effectiveness, definition of the residential object, and retroactive applicability. This article takes 311 effective court
rulings on residential rights disputes from April 1, 2022, to April 1, 2025, as an empirical sample, selecting 190 cases
involving older adults, accounting for 61% of the total. Based on typical judicial practices, the article summarizes
practical problems such as conflicts in registration rules under different establishment methods, unclear scope of the
residential object, and inconsistent retroactive standards, and proposes solutions including standardized registration
rules, functional definitions of the residential object, and dual-review retroactive standards to unify judicial practice,
strengthen protection of older adults' residential rights, and achieve the legislative goal of "housing for all."
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