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Game on the Blade: The Causes and Paths of the Breakthrough of Folk Legal Knowledge in
Ancient China

Zhang Zihao

Hangzhou Normal University, China Zhejiang Hangzhou 311121

Abstract: Taking "the game on the blade" as a metaphor, this paper explores folk legal knowledge breaking official
monopoly in late imperial China. By using litigation manuals, urban literature and procedural strategies, the public
transformed local rationality into practical legal knowledge, forming a balanced relationship with the government. This

reflects grassroots pursuit of justice and the integration of sentiment, reason and law, providing historical references for

modern rule of law and governance.
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