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On Love, Family and Marriage Embodied in the Values of Scientific Socialism: Starting from
an Excerpt from The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State

Song Yanqing

School of Marxism, Xinjiang University, China Xinjiang Urumqi 830501

Abstract: "No man will ever again buy a woman's surrender with money or any other instrument of social power in
his lifetime; nor will any woman henceforward give herself to a man out of considerations other than genuine love, or
refuse to yield to the man she loves for fear of economic repercussions. Once such human beings come into being, they
will pay no heed to all the behavioural norms accepted as obligatory in contemporary society. They will formulate their
own practices and foster a corresponding public opinion as the yardstick for evaluating individual conduct—and nothing
more." In this work, Friedrich Engels systematically reviews the evolutionary progression of family formations, exposes
the alienated separation of love, marriage and family prevalent in modern civilisation, and depicts their reintegration at a
higher developmental stage in future society. Rooted in equal mutual affection, modern sexual love features intense and
enduring bonds and serves as the sole ethical criterion for validating marriage. Nevertheless, under capitalist regimes,
marriage degenerates into a property-based alliance, the family devolves into a space for women's subjugation, and love
is reduced to an emotional commodity dictated by material wealth. Only within the proletariat has love partially reverted
to its authentic essence. A sound comprehension of the interplay among love, marriage and family bears substantial
implications for advancing the construction of civilisation under Socialism with Chinese Characteristics.
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《家庭、国家和私有制的起源》的一段引文谈起

