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From Spatial Interembedding to Harmonious Coexistence: A Field Study on the Communication,
Exchange and Integration of All Ethnic Groups in Beicun

Liu Yan

School of History and Society, Xinjiang Normal University, China Xinjiang Urumqi 830017

Abstract: Based on fieldwork conducted in Beicun, Jinghe County, Xinjiang, this paper adopts the perspective of spatial
interembedding to examine daily practices in three dimensions: interpersonal interactions within residential spaces,
collaborative coexistence in production spaces, and emotional bonds formed through social life. It takes the traditional
Chinese concept of harmonious coexistence—rooted in fine traditional Chinese culture—as the core framework for
interpreting the ultimate goal and intrinsic value of spatial interembedding, and further analyzes the endogenous
mechanisms sustaining this interembedded spatial structure. The case of Beicun demonstrates how the foundations of
a village community are continuously consolidated through routine production and daily life, how two-way population
mobility fuels sustainable rural development, and how state presence empowers the cultivation of a sense of community
for the Chinese nation.
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