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The Illusion of the Garden and Identity Formation: Yusuf's Identity Quest for Identity in
Paradise
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Abstract: In literary tradition, the garden is often seen as a symbol of Eden or utopia. However, Abdulrazak Gurnah's

novel Paradise offers a subversive reconstruction of this imagery, presenting the garden as a metaphorical space shaped
by colonial violence and identity regulation. Grounded in a postcolonialism and informed by theories of identity
formation, this paper analyzes the protagonist Yusuf's evolving relationship with Aziz's garden—from fascination, to
exploration, to eventual escape—and reveals the inner logic of his gradual awakening of subjectivity. The so-called
"paradise garden" is, in reality, a prison for the poor, in which a beautiful illusion conceals the essence of exploitation.
Yusuf's decision to leave the garden and join the German colonial army, though seemingly a descent into "hell," is in
fact a crucial step in his assertion of agency. This act not only marks Yusuf's transition from passive submission to active
choice, but also offers a critical perspective on how postcolonial subjects may transcend binary identity structures. At
the same time, it reflects the faint yet persistent echo of African subaltern consciousness within the larger framework of
historical discourse.
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