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The Gilt-Bronze Silkworm: Cultural Symbol and Its Symbolic Significance in the History of
Silk Road Cultural Exchange

Liu Ying

School of History and Society, Xinjiang Normal University, China Xinjiang Urumqi 830017

Abstract: This paper takes the gilt-bronze silkworm unearthed in Shiquan County, Shaanxi Province, in 1984 as its
research object. Combining textual analysis with museum ethnographic investigation, it explores the transformation of
meaning of this artifact across different historical periods. As a burial object of a Western Han aristocrat, this artifact
empirically attests to the highly developed sericulture industry in the Guanzhong region of Shaanxi during the Han
dynasty, and supports the view that Guanzhong was the birthplace of silk weaving along the Silk Road, making it a
core cultural symbol of the ancient Silk Road. Endowed with the Han dynasty's agricultural policies and the populace's
enduring beliefs in life and vitality, it became a cultural vehicle carrying the connotations of its era. In the contemporary
era, against the backdrop of the Belt and Road Initiative, its meaning has been renewed once again, transforming it into
an iconic symbol of the new Silk Road. Across different contexts, the gilt-bronze silkworm continues to connect with
major contemporary themes such as the Silk Road, cultural heritage protection, and ethnic interactions and integration.
This fully demonstrates that historical artifacts are not merely witnesses to the past; they also persistently participate in
the cultural construction of each era, possessing a vitality capable of continuously generating new values.
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