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The Symbolic Representation of Binary Oppositions: A Cross—Cultural Study Based on the
""Left—Right'" Symbolism

Wang Tingting
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Abstract: This study takes the symbolic system of "left-right" as its core subject, employing a structuralist analytical
approach and cross-cultural comparative methods to argue that the binary opposition paradigm not only constitutes
a fundamental structure underlying universal human cognition but also represents a historical configuration jointly
shaped by power relations and cultural practices. The research aims to reveal the interpretive challenges inherent in
the structuralist paradigm when addressing cultural differences. To this end, it proposes integrating historical process
theory with cross-cultural comparison into the theoretical framework, and establishing a more explanatory cross-cultural
research paradigm through the dialectical integration of diachronic and synchronic analysis.
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