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Fukuyama's Take on the Ethics of Trust

Du Yue

Wuhan Huaxia University of Science and Technology, China Hubei Wuhan 430223

Abstract: The ethical dimension of trust theory and its impact on economic systems form the focus of this study. To this
end, we take Fukuyama's theoretical framework as the subject of our analysis. After clarifying the mutually generating
relationship between morality and trust, we then examine how he rejects the liberal assumptions of the 'end of history'
thesis and reveals his dissatisfaction with the methodology of neoclassical economics. These discussions ultimately lead
to a comparative question: how do cultural differences shape different institutional paths through trust mechanisms?

Fukuyama's answer is to distinguish between high-trust and low-trust societies as a way to explain differences in

development levels.
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