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History and Nature — A Review of Environmental History Research

Wen Shengjie

Northwest Normal University, China Gansu Lanzhou 730000

Abstract: Since its emergence, environmental history has sought to move beyond anthropocentrism by incorporating
natural ecosystems into historical narratives. Early scholars laid the disciplinary foundation by drawing on concepts
from biology and ecology. The second generation introduced cultural constructivism and a materialist turn,
deconstructing traditional paradigms and beginning to focus on environmental justice. Environmental history has
continuously transcended disciplinary boundaries, thoroughly transforming conventional historical research paradigms
and spatiotemporal scales.
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