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Perceptual Responsibility: An Ethical Reconstruction from Volitional Control to Perceptual
Structure

Li Yinglong

School of Marxism, Hunan University of Science and Technology, China Hunan Xiangtan 411201

Abstract: Traditional theories of responsibility ethics generally ground moral accountability in voluntary actions under
the control of the will, while treating perception as a non-normative physiological process. In recent years, Western
analytic philosophy has increasingly examined the normative dimensions of perceptual learning; however, existing
studies have largely focused on cognitive mechanisms and epistemic evaluation, leaving insufficient attention to how
personal virtues shape perceptual structures. This paper proposes the theory of perceptual responsibility to challenge
the view that perception is merely an automatic physiological response and therefore exempt from responsibility. By
integrating the theory of perceptual learning in cognitive science with Feng Qi's concept of "transforming knowledge
into wisdom" and Li Zehou's theory of "sedimentation," this paper argues that individuals' value orientations and
practical training can gradually shape perceptual structures, transforming specific cognitive abilities into stable
perceptual dispositions and ultimately into virtuous perception. It further argues that Chinese philosophical insights into
the humanization of the senses and self-cultivation provide important theoretical resources for understanding the ethical
dimension of perception and expanding the boundaries of traditional theories of responsibility.
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