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A Study on the Challenges and Responses Regarding the Protection of Seafarers' Rights in
China
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Abstract: Through long-term, unremitting efforts—guided by the principle of Party-building leadership, with a "one-
stop" multi-channel dispute resolution mechanism serving as the fundamental model for the protection of legitimate
rights and interests, and by focusing on both domestic and international legislative levels while grounding efforts in
domestic law and aligning closely with international conventions—China has established a dual-track legal system for
safeguarding seafarers' legitimate rights and interests, comprising "domestic legislation + international treaties." At the
level of rights protection, a multi-channel dispute resolution mechanism for safeguarding seafarers' rights and interests
has been established. However, with the current intensification of international geopolitical conflicts, the normalization
of localized wars and armed standoffs, and heightened security risks in key international maritime channels such as the
Suez Canal and the Strait of Hormuz—coupled with frequent incidents of merchant ship seizures and the detention of
seafarers—new challenges have emerged for the international shipping order and the protection of Chinese seafarers'
legitimate rights and interests. To effectively address these new requirements for safeguarding seafarers' rights,
China must further strengthen systemic improvements across multiple levels, including legislation, the judiciary, and
administrative oversight.
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