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An Analysis of Multi—-dimensional Causes for Short-lived Dynasties in Jinling

Wang Lide
Urumgqi Institute of Science and Technology Information, China Xinjiang Urumqi 830002

Abstract: Known as a strategically-advantaged place "guarded by dragon-like hills and tiger-like ridges", Nanjing
served as an ancient capital for six and later ten dynasties. Nevertheless, regimes established here generally had short
lifespans, which differs from long-lived unified dynasties with capitals in Chang'an and Beijing. Breaking away from
subjective geomantic legends, this paper explores the underlying roots of short-lived regimes in Jinling from three
dimensions: geography, economy and humanistic culture. Geographically, located in southeast China and protected
by the natural barrier of the Yangtze River, Nanjing fostered a mentality of defensive conservatism and lacked
geopolitical advantages for expansion. Economically, the affluence of the Jiangnan region tended to breed extravagance
and corruption among ruling elites and weaken the motivation for northern expeditions and national reunification.
Meanwhile, its wealth made it a tempting target for northern powers. Culturally, the mild and delicate local humanistic
temperament diluted military fortitude and deprived regimes of the will to resist and reunify the country. To sum up,
geographical constraints, adverse economic effects and local cultural characteristics together account for the short-lived
nature of Jinling-based regimes, and also explain the historical pattern that most ancient Chinese unifications were
accomplished from north to south.
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