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Comparison of Narrative Spaces in African Postcolonial Literature from a Child Perspective:
Case Studies of Abdulrazak Gurnah's Paradise and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie's Half of a
Yellow Sun

Lan Chaoqiang
China University of Mining And Technology, China Jiangsu Xuzhou 221000

Abstract: This paper shows the narrative strategies of child perspective in Abdulrazak Gurnah's Paradise and
Adichie's Half of a Yellow Sun. It shows its unique value in African postcolonial literature. The study shows that there
is a structural homology between children as unsocialized subjects and the otherized status of colonized peoples. Also,
this homology turns the disciplinary interactions into a tiny replay of colonial power dynamics. We can know children's
unsocialized perception acutely exposes the violence embedded in colonial signs. That is Yusuf's silent resistance to
the enforced shift from "Uncle" to "Master", and also Ugwu's struggle within English linguistic hegemony. That is
both instinctively deconstruct internalized power logics. What's more, the dynamic maturation perspective overpasses
postcolonial studies' binary teleology. Yusuf's gradual alienation through debt bondage and spatial fragmentation. And
it is compared with Ugwu's metamorphosis from trauma witness to historical chronicler, and also, their non-linear
identity formation dismantles linear "oppression-awakening" paradigms. So, the child perspective gives as a vital tool
for solving colonial violence's micro-mechanisms. The way we feel directly, the way cognitive genuinely, and the way
identity keeps shifting. All of these turn abstract colonial trauma into something concrete, something you actually live
through. In that, they push back against simplistic moral categories. And by telling the story in a dynamic, unfolding
way, they keep the door open for a decolonial subjectivity.
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