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Research on the Legal System during the French Occupation of Guangzhou Bay

Yu Chunzhi
College of Law and Politics, Guangdong Ocean University, China Guangdong Zhanjiang 524088

Abstract: From 1898 to 1945, France forcibly leased Guangzhou Bay (present-day Zhanjiang, Guangdong Province)
through unequal treaties, implementing a colonial rule that lasted for 47 years. To consolidate its military presence in
the Far East and expand its economic, the colonial authorities carried out systematic construction and transformation
of the leased territory, with measures covering multiple dimensions such as social governance, political structure,
and economic system. noteworthy is that, in order to construct a ruling order conducive to its own interests, French
colonizers carried out reconstructive adjustments to the original legal system of Guangzhou Bayby transplanting civil
law systems, establishing mixed judicial institutions, and implementing Western-style litigation procedures, they
attempted to incorporate the region into the French colonial legal map Although limited by the inherent contradictions
of colonial policies, the complexity of the local social structure, and the limitations of resource input, the legal system
construction in Guangzhou Bay was compared to other leased territories during the same period; however, it should be
noted that it still brought some new changes and reflections to the traditional law of our country.

Keywords: Guangzhou bay; Leased territory; Rule of law
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