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Abstract: Against the shift of international education in China toward quality enhancement, cultural education
should move beyond knowledge input and cultural identification to address how identification can be transformed
into autonomous cultural expression. This paper clarifies the relationships among cultural understanding, cultural
identification, and cultural expression. It argues that understanding of China provides the cognitive foundation,
cultural identification supplies meaning and motivation, and cultural expression, through meaning reconstruction and
intercultural interaction, in turn deepens understanding and identification. On this basis, a dynamic educational logic
of "understanding—identification—expression—-renewed understanding" is proposed, with learner agency and authentic
expression emphasized in curriculum design and assessment.
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