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A Study on the Phenomenon of Employment Contract Breach among Fresh University
Graduates in Job Hunting: A Case Study of University B
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Beijing Foreign Study University, China Beijing 100081

Abstract: Based on the 45 cases of employment-agreement breach by fresh graduates from University B, this paper
applies identity capital theory to examine the motives for and paths of contract-breaking in graduates' job search
behavior. The research shows that the status of "fresh graduate" is exclusive, time-limited and non-transferable;
therefore, it can be seen as a special type of identity capital. The three types of contract-breaking behaviour are
institutional arbitrage, opportunity upgrading and cognitive updating; among them, institutional arbitrage is the main
type. The steps are to "ensure a fallback-optimise options - cash in", and given the institutional restrictions and lack of
information, students make this reasonable strategic choice. Therefore, some recommendations for university career
guidance, employer recruitment and policy design are put forward in this paper.
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