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"Red Grid" + "List Filtering'': A Practical Pathway to Alleviate Burdens and Enhance
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Abstract: The challenge of "small horses pulling heavy carts" in village-level governance represents a pressing obstacle
to the modernization of rural governance. Issues such as excessive formalism, unclear responsibilities, and insufficient
governance effectiveness urgently need resolution. Under the leadership of Party building, the integration of the "red
grid" system and "list filtering" offers an innovative solution for reducing burdens and enhancing capacity at the village
level. Based on policy guidance from the Third Plenary Session of the 20th CPC Central Committee, this study employs
literature review, case analysis, and SWOT analysis methods, selecting villages B (Shandong), Y (Henan), and F
(Chongqing) for empirical investigation. It elucidates the underlying logic of the model, analyzes governance challenges
and driving factors, and summarizes practical outcomes and shortcomings. Findings indicate that the model effectively
clarifies responsibilities and filters out redundant tasks, yet faces obstacles such as weak staffing and inadequate
institutional integration. Accordingly, this paper proposes a replicable framework based on four dimensions—
organization, list management, coordination, and empowerment—to provide reference for overcoming formalism at the
grassroots level and advancing the modernization of rural governance.
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