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The Current Status of Development and Qualification Certification for Sterile Supply Specialty

Nurses in China

Fang Zhou Jinxiu Liang Churong Xu
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Abstract: In recent years, with increasing pressure on healthcare-associated infection prevention and control, the role of
sterilization supply nurses in medical device reprocessing, instrument management, and hospital infection control has become
increasingly prominent, with their professional value gradually gaining recognition. However, the training of specialized
sterilization supply nurses in China lags behind that of other clinical nursing specialties, starting relatively late with no
unified standards in training models across regions. Although trainees receive a “specialized nurse certificate” upon passing
assessments, a nationwide unified certification system has not yet been fully established, leading to varying recognition levels
of these certificates among provinces. To draw heightened attention to this issue, this paper summarizes the training and
development status of specialized nurses in most domestic and international nursing specialties, particularly in sterilization
supply, aiming to advance the profession toward higher skill levels and recognition by improving certification systems,
integrating educational resources, and enhancing job value. This provides a reference for the future development of specialized
sterilization supply nurses in China.
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