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A Study of the Human Condition in the Age of Artificial Intelligence from the Perspective of
Albert Camus
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Abstract: Technology is reshaping the human capacity to perceive one's own situation. In L'Etranger, Camus defines
authenticity of perception through Meursault's refusal to perform emotions he does not genuinely feel, but this authenticity is
now facing new pressures in the age of algorithms. Emotion applications and recommendation systems replace dwelling upon
and acknowledging one's own feelings with preset categories and instant responses. The "interval of descent" in Camus's Le
Mythe de Sisyphe is systematically eliminated by the algorithm's "perpetual response" and the high-density connectivity of
digital life. That interval is the silent gap in which lucidity can arise. Its elimination obscures the fissure through which the
absurd manifests itself, and erodes the conditions in which lucidity can grow. In the technological environment, lucidity is no
longer a natural state; it must be actively pursued through intentional pause and awareness. Sisyphus's happiness is possible
precisely because of his lucidity, yet this lucidity is harder to sustain in the age of artificial intelligence than ever before.
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